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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

This is in response to the Office Action, Paper No. 9, (Confirmation No. 2027) dated 
April 9, 2003, in the above-identified application, for which a response is due May 9, 2003 . 



Restriction requirement 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. § 121 : 

I. Claims 10, 13, 14, and 16-26 (all in part), drawn to a methods for treating wounds 
comprising administering lymphotactin polypeptide, classified in 424, subclass 
85.1. 



II. Claims 10 (in part), 13 (in part), 14 (in part), 15, and 16-26 (in part), drawn to a methods 
for treating wounds comprising administering lymphotactin nucleic acids, classified in 
514, subclass 44. 
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Response 

In response to the present Restriction Requirement, Applicants elect Group I (Claims 10, 
13, 14 and 16-26, all in part) with traverse . These claims are directed to methods for treating 
wounds comprising administering a cytokine polypeptide to accelerate wound healing. As noted 
in Applicants' February 26, 2003 communication, Applicants had selected lymphotactin among 
the species of cytokines and cytokine receptors listed by the Examiner in the Office Action, 
Paper No. 6, dated January 15, 2003. 

Although the two groups noted above identify inventions that are independent and 
distinct, Applicants believe that they are sufficiently related to be examined together without 
causing undue burden to the Examiner. Both groups are drawn to protein delivery. Group I is 
directed to delivery of lymphotactin polypeptide. Group II is directed to administration of a 
nucleic acid that expresses lymphotactin polypeptide . As Group II inherently involves the 
delivery of lymphotactin polypeptide, Applicants believe it would not be a serious burden for the 
Examiner to examine Group I together with Group II. 

According to MPEP §803, there are two criteria for a proper Restriction Requirement: 

(1) the invention must be independent or distinct as claimed, and 

(2) there must be a serious burden on the examiner if the restriction is not required. 

Moreover, 

if the search and examination of an entire application can be 
made without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on 
the merits, even though it includes claims to distinct or 
independent inventions. 

In conclusion, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of this Restriction 
Requirement. Furthermore, Applicants believe that the next step in the prosecution of this 
Application should be in the form of a Notice of Allowance and respectfully solicit such action. 
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If the Examiner has any questions regarding this response, she is encouraged to contact 
the undersigned. 



SCHERING-PLOUGH CORPORATION 
Patent Department, K-6-1, 1990 
2000 Galloping Hill Road 
Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033-0530 
Fax: 908-298-5388 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 45,997 

Patent Agent for Applicants 

(908)298-7221 
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